Argument Essay Rubric
*Off-topic essays will be given zero points.
	Criteria
	Points
	

	1. Does the essay have a strong title?
	0,5
	

	2. Are the paragraphs indented?
	0,5
	

	3. Does the introduction include an effective hook and background information?

	1
	

	4. Does the introduction include a clear and effective thesis statement?

	1
	

	5. Do the body paragraphs have topic sentences related to the thesis?

	1
	

	6. Do the body paragraphs give reasons, facts, and explanations that support the topic sentences and give a counterargument and refutation?

	1
	

	7. Does the conclusion EITHER restate the opinion OR offer a suggestion OR make a prediction OR ask a question OR give an opinion?

	1

	

	Grammar/Structure: appropriate use of verb tenses and sentence structures, subject-verb agreement, modals, if, connectors to show opposition or support, capitalization, and punctuation


	2
	

	Vocabulary: relevant, varied word choices, and phrases
	2
	

	Off-topic
	0
	

	
	Total out of 10 points
	


