Cause-and-Effect Essay Rubric
*Off-topic essays will be given zero points.

	Criteria
	Points
	

	1. Does the essay have a strong title?
	0,5
	

	2. Are the paragraphs indented?
	0,5
	

	3. Does the introduction include an effective hook and background information?

	1
	

	4. Does the introduction include a clear thesis statement that mentions the intention of the essay (either focus-on-cause OR focus-on-effect)?

	1
	

	5. Does each body paragraph have a topic sentence that states one cause/effect mentioned in the thesis statement?

	1
	

	6. Do supporting sentences in each body paragraph explain the cause/effect in the topic sentence of that paragraph?

	1
	

	7. Does the conclusion EITHER restate the thesis OR comment on the causes/effects OR offer a suggestion/warning/prediction OR asks readers to take some action?


	1

	

	Grammar/Structure: appropriate use of verb tenses and sentence structures, subject-verb agreement, connectors, capitalization, and punctuation


	2
	

	Vocabulary: relevant, varied word choices and phrasal verbs


	2
	

	Off-topic
	        0
	

	
	Total out of 10 points
	


Comparison Essay Rubric
*Off-topic essays will be given zero points.
	Criteria
	Points
	

	1. Does the essay have a strong title?
	0,5
	

	2. Are the paragraphs indented?
	0,5
	

	3. Does the introduction include an effective hook and background information?
	1
	

	4. Does the introduction include a clear and effective thesis statement that introduces the topics and compares OR/AND contrasts two subjects?


	1
	

	5. Does each body paragraph have a clear topic sentence related to the thesis and focusing on similarities OR/AND differences?
	1
	

	6. Do the supporting sentences include specific examples and information relevant to the comparison OR/AND the contrast?
	1
	

	7. Does the essay follow a clear, consistent order when discussing the comparison OR/AND contrast?
	1
	

	8. Does the conclusion EITHER summarize the thesis OR offers a suggestion OR makes a prediction OR asks a question OR gives an opinion?

	1

	

	Grammar/Structure: level appropriate use of verb tenses and sentence structures, adjective clauses subject-verb agreement, connectors of comparison, contrast, and concession, comparatives, capitalization, and punctuation


	2
	

	Vocabulary: relevant, varied word choices, and phrases
	1
	

	Off-topic
	0
	

	
	Total out of 10 points
	


